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Dear Parents and Friends of Troop 243, 

Troop 243 Outings & Activities – March continues with Flower Sale submissions and troop meetings will focus on Orienteering, Order of the Arrow election and Aviation.  We recommend that any scout wishing to be a leader in the troop attend a Troop 243 organized Junior Leadership Training day to be held on March 19th.
Troop and Patrol Meetings on Wednesdays - All are welcome.  Scouts in Class A uniforms are expected.  Except where noted, all meetings are held at St. Barnabas.

March 2, 7:00 PM – Troop Meeting @ St. Barnabas Cafeteria - Eagle Advancement Skills

March 9, 7:00 PM – Patrol Meetings @ St. Barnabas Cafeteria.

March 16, 7:00 PM – Troop Meeting @ St. B Cafeteria – Orienteering
March 23, 7:00 PM – Troop Meeting @ St. B Cafeteria – Aviation

March 30, 7:00 PM – Troop Meeting @ St. B Cafeteria – Aviation
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Eagle Project – Ian Cox is close to becoming Troop 243’s next Eagle Scout.  His Eagle project was quite a challenge but will have a lasting positive effect on the residents at the Little Sisters of the Poor home for many years.  Pictured is a contemplative area that Ian built for the residents where they can relax and offer prayers to Mary.  You can see the scope of the project from the pictures below and you can imagine that Ian had the normal issues with contractors and people not meeting commitments.  However, he toughed it out and got it done.  Please keep Ian in mind as he finishes the last stages of assembling his Eagle Scout paper work and completes his boards of Review.
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Junior Leadership Training – Troop 243 will sponsor a Junior Leadership Training session on March 19th.  The session will run from 1:00 PM through 6:00 PM. It will include pizza for participants.  Attendance is required for the leadership corp that will both train and learn how to support the next session.  Any scout who wants to be a leader in the future is requested to attend.

Order of the Arrow – An Order of the Arrow ordeal weekend, which is the opportunity for a scout to officially join the OA, is coming up March 19th.  In order to allow our new OA representatives to participate, we hope to have an OA election Wednesday March 16th, assuming the OA can provide a representative to conduct the elections.  The Order of the Arrow is a Scouting service organization.  They do a significant amount of work preparing for things like Summer Camp, disassembling Summer Camp and other scouting activities.  Of course as with any scouting organization, fun is involved also.  Fellow members of each troop elect their representatives to the OA with consideration given to the individual’s willingness and ability to take on this leadership opportunity.
Klondike Derby – Every year Troop 243 participates in the Klondike Derby and this year was no exception.  This year Crew and Troop 243 organized and sponsored the event and as usual it was great fun.  This year we combined with 2 other districts to put on one big and competitive derby.  We had a patrol that came in 6th place out of over 20 troops who participated.  To the left below is a picture of our Troop 243 scouts relaxing a bit in their cabin.  To the right are our adults taking it easy by the wood-burning stove.  Wait; is that Tim Jansing trying to make a break for the door to escape?  A big thanks to Mr. Kennedy who was the driving force for our Troop/Crew as we played host!
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Troop Leadership meetings – February’s PLC will be held on March 6th with March’s PLC on Sunday March 27th.  The adult meetings will be held on March 28th from 7-9 in the St. Barnabas Hospitality House.  All are invited to attend our leadership meetings.

Flower Sale – Troop 243’s annual flower sale seems to be coming along well this year.  All we need are sales!  Bring sales in early and often with your carefully and completely prepared paperwork.  No sale is accepted until the folks processing the sales say they are so I suggest you do not leave a meeting for the evening until you verify there are no questions about your order.
Troop Gift Cards – Transportation to the vast majority of our outings is free to our scouts and leadership, but it is not free.  The cost of maintenance, fuel and insurance for our busses is paid by the Friends of Troop 243.  Friends of Troop 243 is funded by the Kroger and Thorntons gift card programs.  We encourage all parents, members, relatives and friends to use Troop 243’s Kroger and Thorntons gift cards.  Whenever you see Frank Hulsman at any function please stop him and ask him for one or both of these cards and he will be glad to give you one.  

Miscellaneous – Crew 243 has organized a conservation trip to the Red River Gorge the weekend of March 18, 19 and 20th.  SCUBA Training kicks in for the SCUBA Seabase crew on March 6, 13 and 27 from 11:30am – 3:00pm at the St. Xavier High School pool.
Yours in Scouting,

 Bruce Bohn

Troop Secretary







Pictured above is the recipient of the Mark Zimmerer Award, Joseph Wuertz.  In the picture from L to R are Frank Hulsman, Jerry Zimmerer, Joseph, Regina Zimmerer and Linda Wuertz.








