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Dear Parents and Friends of Troop 243, 

Troop 243 Outings & Activities – May begins with Swim Checks for all in preparation for our annual Canoe trip the weekend of May 13th.  We will hold our quarterly Court of Honor on May 18th.  Practices for this summer’s Seabase trips will be held at the St. Xavier pool on May 21st.  Please note that the troop meeting scheduled for May 25th cannot be held at St. Barnabas.  The alternate location will be provided later.  All leadership meetings are moved to a week earlier than usual due to the Memorial Day holiday weekend.  Lastly we expect to once again place flags in the National Cemetery the Saturday of the Memorial Day weekend. 

Troop and Patrol Meetings on Wednesdays - All are welcome.  Scouts in Field/Class A uniforms are expected.  Except where noted, all meetings are held at St. Barnabas.

May 4, 7:00 PM – Troop Meeting @ St. Xavier pool – Swim Checks & Seabase Snorkel Practice
May 11, 7:00 PM – Service Project for St. Barnabas.  Wear Class B uniforms.
May 18, 7:00 PM – Troop Court of Honor – Killer Koalas are the service patrol
May 25, 7:00 PM – Troop Meeting @ Site undetermined – Fishing – service patrol Stealth

Canoe Trip – This year's canoe trip will be on the Blue River in Indiana and is scheduled for May 13, 14, and 15.  We have camping reservations at the Marengo Caves Campground.  They have flush toilets, showers, a volleyball court, grills, covered gazebos, and you'll have access to all of the facilities at Marengo Caves.  Saturday, we will be driven to a site up stream from Marengo Caves and canoe down the river back to Marengo Caves and camp again at the Marengo Caves campsite Saturday night.  If you're not typically a big camper this is an opportunity to spend time with your scout while having access to modern conveniences.  Moms are welcome.  All required forms are on the troop web site. Scouts will pay $38, a parent who is not a leader will pay $36 and a registered troop leader will pay only $22 for a canoe.  Please sign up and pay Mr. Franklin as soon as possible.  Also, scouts and adults who wish to upgrade to kayaks may do so for an additional $6 payable at the canoe rental facility.

Troop Court of Honor – May 18th is Troop 243’s quarterly Court of Honor and all scouts are expected to be in Field (Class A) uniforms.  Please bring refreshments as indicated here: A-M Snack, N-Z Beverage.  Please read your ingredients and avoid bringing snacks with tree nuts: peanuts, pecans, walnuts, cashews, almonds and macadamia.
Troop Leadership meetings – May’s PLC meeting will be held on May 22nd and the adult leadership meetings will be held on May 23rd.  Both dates are a week earlier than normal due to the Memorial Day Weekend.  

Flower Sale – We do not have any official results from the flower sale yet but the gorgeous weather contributed to a solid sales day.  The remaining flowers will be on sale and displayed to the right of the St. Barnabas parish office behind the row of trees.  A price list has already been provided and each day for the first week of May we will update the list of available flowers.  We are selling them on the honor system so when you pick up flowers, you are on your own to send payment to Donna Bohn, our treasurer.  Checks should be made out to BSA Troop 243.
Troop Gift Cards – Transportation to the vast majority of our outings is free to our scouts and leadership, but it is not free.  The cost of maintenance, fuel and insurance for our busses is paid by the Friends of Troop 243.  The Kroger and Thorntons gift card programs fund friends of Troop 243.  We encourage all parents; members, relatives and friends to use Troop 243’s Kroger and Thorntons gift cards.  Whenever you see Frank Hulsman at any function please stop him and ask him for one or both of these cards and he will be glad to give you one.  













